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Progressing National SDG Implementation: An independent assessment of 

the voluntary national review reports submitted to the United Nations High-

Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development in 2017 
 

March 15th, 2018, 9:00 - 10:45am (EST) 
 

IMPORTANT – CHECK YOUR TIME ZONES HERE. Daylight saving time started in North 

America on March 10. 

 

OFFICIAL LAUNCH 
Background: 

Voluntary National Reviews (VNRs) are one of the key mechanisms to track the implementation 

progress of the commitments enshrined in the United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development. Presented annually at the UN High Level Political Forum (HLPF), they aim to promote 

accountability to citizens, support effective international cooperation and foster exchange of best 

practices and mutual learning.  

 

This online launch will share the main findings of a study commissioned by civil society, analysing the 

VNRs and a sample of civil society reports produced in 2017 for the HLPF. The assessment identifies 

best practices and provides recommendations for improving implementation and the VNR process 

and reports, as well as strengthening accountability around the implementation of the 2030 Agenda. 

 

The launch will also include a roundtable discussion with panellists from different sectors sharing their 

perspectives on the independent assessment as well as on the VNR process. 

 

DRAFT AGENDA 

09:00 - 09:05 Introduction and Review of the Agenda – Fraser Reilly-King, Research and 
Policy Manager, Canadian Council for International Co-operation (CCIC) 
 

09:05 - 09:35 Presentation of Report 

• Methodology and general remarks on VNR reports: Shannon 

Kindornay, Adjunct Research Professor, Carleton University, Main 

author 

Focus on specific report findings: 

https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/
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● Universality & Integration: Naiara Costa, International Secretariat, 

Together 2030 

● Civil society engagement & Enabling Environment: Deirdre de Burca, 

Advocacy Co-ordinator, International Forum of National NGO 

Platforms (IFP) 

● Leave No One Behind: Oli Henman, Coordinator, Action for 

Sustainable Development (A4SD) 

09:35 - 09:55 Questions and answers 

09:55 - 10:20 
Panel discussion - Comments to report and its findings 

• Representative of the government of Costa Rica (INVITED) 

• Representative of the government of Switzerland (INVITED) 

• Karen Del Biondo, Policy Officer, DG International Cooperation and 
Development, European Commission 

• Hitomi Rankine, Environmental Affairs Officer, UN-ESCAP  

• Florence Syevuo, National Coordinator, SDGs Kenya Forum  

10:20 - 10:40 Questions and Answers 

10:40 - 10:45 Wrap up and closing remarks 

• Fraser Reilly-King, Policy and Research Manager, Canadian Council 

for International Co-operation (CCIC) 

 
Call in Details: 

When: Mar 15, 2018 9:00 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

Please click the link below to join the webinar: 

https://zoom.us/j/619508631 

  

Or iPhone one-tap: 

Canada: +16475580588,,619508631# 

Or Telephone: 

Dial (for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location): 

Canada: +1 647 558 0588 

https://zoom.us/j/619508631
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US: +1 669 900 6833  or +1 646 558 8656 

United Kingdom: +44 (0) 20 3695 0088 

Argentina: +54 341 512 2188 

Austria: +43 (0) 72 011 5988 

Bahrain: +973 1619 8488 

Belgium: +32 (0) 2 588 4188 

Brazil: +55 21 3958 7888  or +55 11 4680 6788 

Chile: +56 41 256 0288 

Colombia: +57 2 620 7388  or +57 1 508 7702 

Cyprus: +357 2 200 0888 

Czech Republic: +420 2 2888 2388 

Denmark: +45 89 88 37 88 

Turkey: +90 216 900 1866 

Switzerland: +41 (0) 31 528 0988 

Sweden: +46 (0) 8 4468 2488 

Spain: +34 91 198 0188 

South Korea: +82 (0) 2 6022 2322 

South Africa: +27 87 551 7702 

Singapore: +65 3158 7288 

Russia: +7 495 283 9788 

Puerto Rico: +1 787 945 1488 

Portugal: +351 308 804 188 

Poland: +48 22 307 3488 

Panama: +507 833 9588  or +507 380 3900 

Norway: +47 2396 0588 

Peru: +51 1 707 5788 

Mexico: +52 554 161 4288 

Malta: +356 2778 1288 

Malaysia: +60 3 9212 1727 

Netherlands: +31 (0) 20 241 0288 

Japan: +81 (0) 3 4578 1488 
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Italy: +39 069 480 6488 

Greece: +30 211 198 4488 

Germany: +49 (0) 30 3080 6188 

France: +33 (0) 1 8288 0188 

Estonia: +372 880 1188 

El Salvador: +503 2113 9088 

Dominican Republic: +1 829 956 2188 

Ireland: +353 (0) 1 691 7488 

Webinar ID: 619 508 631 

International numbers 
available: https://zoom.us/zoomconference?m=StAK8WSKuQHZ5tZD7BMQ05yEWuwQ7QHT 

 

https://zoom.us/zoomconference?m=StAK8WSKuQHZ5tZD7BMQ05yEWuwQ7QHT

